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Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt, Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 
Development Applications Unit, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90 
manager.dau@chg.gov.ie 
www.chg.gov.ie 

Your Ref: Curraglass Renewable Energy 
Our Ref: G Pre00306/2019 
(Please quote in all related correspondence) 
 
04/02/20 
Block 1, G.F.S.C. 
Moneenageisha Road 
Galway 
Via email 
 
Re: Curraglass Renewable Energy 
 
A chara 
 
On behalf of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, I refer to 
correspondence received in connection with the above.  
 
Outlined below are heritage-related observations/recommendations of the Department 
under the stated heading(s). 
 
Archaeology 
Further to your recent submission of EIAR scoping documents in advance of the 
preparation of an EIAR and planning application in relation to the above-proposed wind 
farm development, the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht notes that your 
client has retained the services of Tobar Archaeological Consultancy to carry out the 
Archaeological, Architectural and Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (AACHIA) of the 
proposed development site (PDS) as part of the EIAR (as outlined in Section 6.2.4.13). In 
this regard this office awaits the results and submission of the AACHIA before providing 
detailed recommendations in relation to the same. 
 
The Department would like to advise that, the proposed development site (PDS) appears to 
contain within it a number of known Recorded Monuments and/or Archaeological sites that 
shall be assessed as part of the overall AACHIA. However the PDS itself is located within a 
wider area of known archaeological settlement and activity (NMS initial review of the 
Record of Monuments and Places, www.archaeology.ie and cartographic sources). All of 
Recorded Monuments, both within and outside the PDS, are subject to statutory protection 
in the Record of Monuments and Places, established under section 12 of the National 
Monuments (Amendment) Act 1930-2004. In light of this, this office recommends that the 
AACHIA also include an assessment of the proposed development on the wider 
archaeological landscape – with particular reference to the proposed increased hub-height 
of the turbines and their visual impact on the wider archaeological landscape. In this regard 
it should be noted that prehistoric monuments such as Standing Stone Alignments, 
Standing Stone Rows, Single Standing Stones, as well as some megalithic tombs, are 
often aligned with physical features in the landscape and/or solar or lunar events. As a 
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result, the erection of wind turbines may have a negative visual impact on such monuments 
and may diminish or interrupt alignment views and alter key aspects of their original 
function and layout. It is in this regard that the Department strongly recommends that such 
impacts also be assessed as part of the AACHIA. 
 
In addition to the above, the Department considers the proposed development to be large-
in-scale (in terms of linear development and groundworks required), and as such it is 
possible that hitherto previously unrecorded subsurface archaeological features may be 
encountered during the course of the groundworks required for turbine construction, cable 
trenches and associated works. Therefore the Department recommends that a programme 
of Archaeological Testing be carried out as part of the overall AACHIA – in advance of a 
planning submission – as this will facilitate the formulation of an appropriate archaeological 
mitigation strategy should the need arise.  
 
Requirements of the CHAIA 
The applicant is required to engage the services of a suitably qualified, licenced 
Archaeologist to assess (as part of the AACHIA) the archaeological impacts of the 
proposed development and carry out a programme of Archaeological Test Excavations 
across the proposed development site (PDS). No sub-surface work shall be undertaken in 
the absence of the archaeologist without his/her express consent. Please allow 5-6 weeks 
to facilitate the processing of an archaeological and geophysical licence. This assessment 
shall include: 
 

1. The archaeologist shall inspect the PDS, detail the historical and archaeological 
background of the area to be developed, and review all cartographic sources 
and aerial photographs/digital imagery with a view to assessing possible 
archaeological impacts. 

2. It is strongly recommended that no direct impacts occur on known Recorded 
Monuments and the proposed development should be modified to allow for an 
adequate buffer zones around any Recorded Monuments. 

3. The archaeologist shall then excavate test trenches at locations chosen by the 
archaeologist, having consulted the site plans, in liaison with the Licensing 
Section of NMS. Excavation is to take place to the uppermost archaeological 
horizons only, where they survive. Where archaeological material is shown to 
be present, the archaeologist shall stop works pending further advice from the 
NMS. Please note that all features/archaeological surfaces within the test 
trenches are to be hand-cleaned and clearly visible for photographic purposes. 

4. Having completed the work, the archaeologist shall submit a written report to 
the Department outlining the results of the AACHIA and Test Excavations. The 
report shall comment on the degree to which the extent, location and levels of 
all proposed foundation trenches, cable trenches, excavations for substations, 
and other sub-surface works required for the development will affect the 
archaeological remains. This should be illustrated with appropriate plans, 
sections, etc. 
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5. Where archaeological material is shown to be present, further mitigatory 
measures will be required; these may include redesign/relocation (in whole or in 
part) to allow for preservation in situ, and/or additional excavations and/or 
monitoring. The Department will advise the Local Authority and the applicant’s 
consultant archaeologist with regard to these matters. 

 
Reason: To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by record) of places, caves, 
sites, features or other objects of archaeological interest. 
 
You are requested to send further communications to this Department’s Development 
Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@chg.gov.ie (team monitored); if this is not 
possible, correspondence may alternatively be sent to: 
 
 The Manager 
 Development Applications Unit (DAU) 
 Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

Newtown Road 
 Wexford 

Y35 AP90 
 
Is mise, le meas 
 

 
_______________ 
Connor Rooney 
Development Applications Unit 
  



Kind Regards, 
Geraldine  
 

Property Management Branch 

Department of Defence 



Kind Regards, 
Geraldine  
 

Property Management Branch 

Department of Defence 

Property Management Branch 



Department of Defence 

Station Road, Newbridge, Co.Kildare, W12 AD93. 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
 

     



Hello Orla, 

Thank you for your email. Please see attached a copy of Fáilte Ireland’s Guidelines for the Treatment of 
Tourism in an EIS, which we recommend should be taken into account in preparing the EIAR. The purpose 
of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact Assessment and 
compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those assessing EIARs, where the 
project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These guidelines are non-statutory and act 
as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines outlined in section 2. 

Regards,

Yvonne 

Yvonne Jackson
Product Development-Environment & Planning Support | Fáilte Ireland
Áras Fáilte, 88/95 Amiens Street, Dublin 1. D01WR86
T +353 (0)1 884 7224 | www.failteireland.ie
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1. Introduction  
 

Tourism is a growing sector and substantial part of the Irish Economy. It contributes to both 
urban and rural economies in every part of the country. The impact and interaction of tourism 
with the environment is complex and the assessment of environmental impacts is of utmost 
importance to creating a sustainable tourism economy and protecting the natural resources 
that are so often a tourism attraction.  

The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact 
Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those 
assessing EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These 
guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines 
outlined in section 2.  
 
This guidance document has been prepared by Cunnane Stratton Reynolds on behalf of Fáilte 
Ireland to update their EIA guidelines in line with changes in legislative requirements.  

 

2. Background to this Document 
 

Tourism is one of the largest and most important sectors of the economy, providing 
employment for approximately 260,000 people, an economic contribution of €8.4 billion, and 
exchequer revenue of €1.78 billion in 2018, which helps fund other key public services. 

In 2018 Ireland welcomed 10.6 million overseas visitors. 

Fáilte Ireland is the National Tourism Development Authority. Fáilte Irelands role is to support 
the tourism industry and work to sustain Ireland as a high-quality and competitive tourism 
destination. They provide a range of practical business supports to help tourism businesses 
better manage and market their products and services. 

Fáilte Ireland also work with other state agencies and representative bodies, at local and 
national levels, to implement and champion positive and practical strategies that will benefit 
Irish tourism and the Irish economy. 

Fáilte Ireland promotes Ireland as a holiday destination through a domestic marketing 
campaign (DiscoverIreland.ie) and manage a network of nationwide tourist information centres 
that provide help and advice for visitors to Ireland. 

Tourism related projects cover a broad range of plans, programmes and developments, from 
the Wild Atlantic Way to a single hotel conversion. These guidelines apply to projects involving 
or impacting upon tourism. A tourism plan, strategy or programme where it is part of the 
statutory plan making process under the Planning and Development Acts (as amended), may 
be more appropriately assessed by a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) as 
discussed in the next section.  

It should be borne in mind that EIA is required where there is anticipated to be a significant 
impact on the environment, where tourism projects are of a prescribed type or meet thresholds 
identified below.  
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Where Natura 2000 Designated Sites are potentially affected by tourism development 
Appropriate Assessment must be carried out by the appropriate authority in accordance with 
Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive.  

  

3. Legislation and Statutory Guidance 
 

Environmental Impact Assessment is a procedure that ensures that the environmental 
implications of decisions are taken into account before planning based decisions are made. 
The assessment results in a report, called an Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
(EIAR). 

Legislation 

These guidelines are produced under current EIAR legislative requirements, having regard to 
Directive 2011/92/EU (known as 'Environmental Impact Assessment' – EIA Directive), as 
amended by Directive EU 2014/52 which came into effect in May of 2017. These requirements 
were transposed into Irish Law on 1 September 2018 as most of the provisions of the 
European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 of 2018) came into effect. The principle of both Directives is to 
ensure that plans, programmes and projects likely to have significant effects on the 
environment are made subject to an environmental assessment, prior to their approval or 
authorisation.  

Statutory Guidance 

In response to the changes to the EIAR requirements under Directive EU 2014/52, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) developed Draft guidelines on the information to be 
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports in August 2017. At the time of this 
document the guidelines have not been adopted from draft. 

In addition to the EPA statutory guidance, the Department of Housing has produced 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental 
Impact Assessment in August 2018. 

The process of EIA is set out in the EPA EIAR Guidelines, which this document should be 
read in conjunction with and used as supplementary guidance to. The process for ascertaining 
whether an EIAR is required is known as ‘screening’ and the process to determine the breath 
and scope of an EIAR is known as ‘scoping’. Guidance on this can be found in Section 3.2 of 
the EPA Guidelines.  

Screening 

Through EIAR Screening, developments are either considered as requiring an EIAR due to the 
project type or because they exceed a threshold level. The screening process begins by 
establishing whether the proposal is a ‘project’ as understood by the Directive (as amended).  
 
The prescribed development types and thresholds are set out in Annex I and II of the EIA Directive 
as transposed into Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2010-2018 (as 
amended). Development which do not exceed these thresholds but may require an EIAR are 
called sub threshold. Sub-Threshold considerations are outlined in Schedule 7 of European Union 
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 
of 2018) as transposed from Annex III of the Directive. The Guidelines on Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports note that projects at first glance may not appear to come under the Schedule 
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but on closer examination when the process is further examined, they may do so because of the 
sensitivity or significance of the receiving environment etc. Sub threshold developments require 
an EIAR if they are likely to have significant environmental impacts and must undergo assessment 
for likely significant impacts through an EIAR screening report. The contents of a screening report 
for subthreshold development are contained in Annex III of the EIA Directive.  
 

Figure 1: EIAR Screening Process 

 

(Taken from Fig 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines) 

Tourism locations should be identified as sensitive receptors in screening assessments for 
particular impacts, depending on scale and sensitivity, as they would in a full EIAR. Section 6 
below can act as guidance for Screening Reports as well as for full EIAR. 

The screening process for considering where an EIAR is necessary, is summarised below in 
Figure 1 (excerpted from Figure 3.2 of the EPA Guidelines). 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a more strategic level of environmental 
assessment that examines plans, policies, objectives and programmes specifically rather than 
projects. For some tourism developments it may be more appropriate that they be examined 
through SEA, while individual projects or specific proposals are likely to be more assessed 
through EIAR. If a project is part of a plan, programme or policy/objective assessed by SEA 
there will still be a requirement for an EIAR for that development.  
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EIAR Scoping 

Scoping an EIAR is an opportunity to look at the breadth of issues and ensure that any areas 
of possible significant impact are assessed. Identifying sensitivities and stakeholders should 
take account of tourism facilities and consider Fáilte Ireland in scoping requests where 
necessary.  

 

4. Assessing Tourism 
 

There is no legal definition of ‘tourism’ in Irish legislation. The UNWTO definition of sustainable 
tourism is “Tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and 
environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and 
host communities” . This is widely accepted as a key definition of tourism as we move to a 
more sustainable future.  

Tourism assessments are frequently carried out by economic consultants and by specific 
tourism consultants. It is always advisable, particular for tourism projects, that suitably 
qualified and experienced personnel are used to determine the impact of tourism related 
projects or to assess the impact of more general proposals on a tourism asset identified in a 
particular location. There is a requirement for EIAR under current legislation to contain a 
statement of competency within all EIAR documents, including screening and scoping reports.  

Projects which involve a tourism element 

Tourism projects are wide ranging and diverse. While there are some projects which cater to 
tourism and are easily identified as such - Hotels, Museums, etc. there are other projects 
where tourism is a key service or element, but which may not be immediately obvious - forest 
trails, community facilities and others. EIAR conducted for developments containing tourist 
elements should be completed in accordance with the current guidance from the EPA.  

Projects which include a tourism element have potential particular environmental effects which 
differ from a non-tourism development. These impacts can be intermittent, event related, 
inconsistent, dependent on weather, temporal, temporary or seasonal. This is considered 
within the prescribed environmental topics for EIAR outlined in Section 7 below. 

Projects which may have an impact upon tourism 

While tourism projects may be diverse, the projects which can impact tourism are considerably 
more wide ranging, from large infrastructural developments to local energy developments. 
Disruption to or suppression of a tourist resource or amenity can have very local or more 
strategic impacts, directly or indirectly- for example energy projects in a rural area can have 
both a negative and positive impact in different regards. There can be temporary, periodic or 
even seasonal impacts occurring during construction or operational periods.   

According to the Fáilte Ireland Tourism Facts 2018 Report, the most important factors in 
determining the attractiveness of tourism destinations for visitors to Ireland are;  

 Beautiful Scenery and Unspoiled Environment  
 Hospitality  
 Safety  
 Nature, Wildlife and Natural Attractions  
 History and Culture  
 Pace of Life  
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These factors used for the promotion of tourism in Ireland are also barometers of sensitivity to 
change in tourism sensitive or dominant locations where development may have an impact 
upon the tourism asset. The potential for development to impact these sensitivities, and the 
environmental criteria under which they can be considered, are identified in section 7 of the 
guidelines. 

 

5. Guiding Principles of EIAR 
 

As outlined in the EPA Draft EIAR Guidelines, the fundamental principles to be followed when 
preparing an EIAR, including screening and scoping, are: 

 Anticipating, avoiding and reducing significant effects 
 Assessing and mitigating effects 
 Maintaining objectivity 
 Ensuring clarity and quality 
 Providing relevant information to decision makers 
 Facilitating better consultation.  

Environmental assessment should be undertaken in accordance with the European Union 
(Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018. 

 

6. Consideration of Competency and Qualifications 
 

As per Section 2.5 of the EPA Guidelines, EIAR is required to be completed by ‘competent 
experts’.  

Contributors to the preparation of environmental impact assessment reports, including 
screening and scoping assessments, should be qualified and competent. Sufficient expertise, 
in the relevant field of the project concerned, is required for the purpose of its examination by 
the competent authorities in order to ensure that the information provided by the developer is 
complete and of a high level of quality so that a full and proper assessment can be undertaken. 

For tourism related projects, or projects likely to affect tourism assets, competent experts in 
the area of tourism should be utilised in the environmental assessment. 

The competency of all involved in the production of an EIAR or any related report (eg. 
Screening and scoping) is required to be stated at the beginning of the EIAR report with further 
details as necessary in each following chapter. 

Where tourism projects involve for example heritage or cultural components, input from 
heritage consultants, conservation architects, or historians may be required.   

   

7. EIAR Requirements 
 

The following are the key requirements for an EIAR under the current guidance. This is not a 
definitive list and should be read in conjunction with regulations. 

 project description; 
 assessment of alternatives considered; 
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 baseline assessment; 
 impact assessment; 
 cumulative impact  
 interaction of impacts  
 mitigation.  

Project Description 

Project descriptions are required to describe the whole project including site, scale, design 
and key factors. It is important that the EIAR and design team have a consistent understanding 
of the development description in full. The key requirements are outlined in section 3.5 of the 
EPA Guidelines however they identify the following; 

 the location of the project  
 the physical characteristics of the whole project  
 the main characteristics of the operational phase of the project  
 an estimate, by type and quantity, of the expected residues and emissions  

The location of the project should include identifying key sensitive receptors (including tourism 
receptors). In the operational phase of the project any tourism based, or potentially tourism 
related activity, should be identified.  

Assessment of Alternatives 

The assessment of alternatives is a requirement of EIAR 

Where tourism projects are location dependent the assessment of alternatives should 
consider alternative methods and technologies, detail the key considerations culminating in 
the selection of the design, the reasoning for these and the environmental effect of these 
decisions. This is particularly important for tourism projects which are often location tied. The 
developer is expected to consider reasonable alternatives. What is considered reasonable my 
vary from case to case.  

Baseline Assessment 

Baseline descriptions are evidence based, current descriptions of environmental 
characteristics with consideration of likely changes to the baseline environment evidenced in 
planning histories, unimplemented permissions, and applications pending determination. 
Baseline assessments should identify any tourism sensitivities in the zone of influence of a 
development. This zone of influence of a development is highly dependant on its Context, 
Character, Significance, and Sensitivity, as outlined in the Draft Guidelines. These 
characteristics apply to both the development and the environment.  

For example, in a tourism context; 

The location of sensitive tourism resources that are likely to be directly affected should be 
highlighted, and other premises which although located elsewhere, may be the subject of in 
combination impacts such as alteration of traffic flows or increased urban development. 

The character of an area from a tourism perspective should be described and the principal 
types of tourism in the area. Where relevant, the specific environmental resources or attributes 
in the existing environment which each group uses or values should be stated and where 
relevant, indicate the time, duration or seasonality of any of those activities. 

The significance of the tourism assets or activities likely to be 
affected should be highlighted. Reference to any existing formal or published designation or 
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recognition of such significance should be. Where possible the value of the contribution of 
such tourism assets and activities to the local economy should be provided.  

If there are any significant concerns or opposition to the development known to exist among 
tourism stakeholders and interest groups, this should be highlighted. Identify, where possible, 
the particular aspect of the development which is of concern, together with the part of the 
existing tourism resource which may be threatened or impacted.  

In addition, the baseline should include any methodologies employed in the study to obtain 
information, if particular databases are used to locate sensitive receptors they should be 
acknowledged. In relation to tourism information, the suggested information sources at the 
end of this document are a non-exhaustive list which may be of assistance in identifying 
tourism receptors.  

Impact Assessment 

The topics for consideration of impact are prescribed in the EIA Directive and transcribed into 
Irish law by the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 296 of 2018). Impact assessment should contain the 
likely significant effects of a development arising from both construction and operation of a 
development. Advice on describing the effects is contained within the Draft Guidelines and 
includes the quality, significance, extent, probability, type and duration of the effect, with 
particular descriptors for each. In describing effects upon tourism receptors these descriptors 
should take account of the particular aspects and sensitivities of tourism, for example a 
temporary annual effect from a development may have different impacts upon tourism if it falls 
at peak season rather than off-peak.  

Impact assessment should be carried out as per EPA guidelines and the best practice for that 
prescribed topic. It may be considered appropriate to consider impact on tourism assets under 
the ‘material assets’ topic below. 

Population and Human Health 
The consideration of tourism projects within the Population and Human Health is extensive, 
with impacts ranging from rural employment population impacts of seasonal tourism, to the 
health impact of air pollution from increased traffic in urban areas.  

The impact upon tourism can be considered within this section through the sensitivities of 
Hospitality, Safety and Pace of Life. Changes in population can impact the perception of pace 
of life or safety in a particular location. Impacts upon these issues in areas which rely heavily 
on tourism or have a particular sensitive tourism generator should be considered in this 
section.  

Biodiversity 
Particular tourist activities can have a significant impact upon biodiversity. Landscapes which 
are ‘unspoiled’ can be attractors of tourism. However, the disturbance to ecology must be 
managed to minimise impact. Biodiversity is also a tourism asset and should be protected as 
such from other development and should be provided for in proposals where possible.  

Land, Soils and Geology 
A link between tourism and this prescribed environmental factor, beyond the normal 
development impacts, is rare, however particular activities or facilities which use geological 
features may have an impact upon soils and geology, such as mountain biking trails, 
recreational uses of old quarries etc. Indirect impacts such as material use for extensive 
landscaping and public realm should also be considered.  
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Water 
Tourism uses can be water intense, depending on development type. Recreational use of a 
surface water feature, water-based leisure centres etc have different impacts to standard 
development.  

Air Quality and Climate 
Tourism impact upon air quality is dependent on activity proposed and sensitivity of the 
location. 

Noise and Vibration 
A link between tourism and this prescribed environmental factor, beyond the normal 
development impacts, is rare, however the impact upon tourism of issues of noise and 
vibration can be significant. Construction adjoining hotels for example should consider the 
sensitivity of the development and ensure mitigation is in place.  

Material Assets; Traffic and Transport 
The different transport patterns associated with tourism activities is a key impact of tourism 
and should be considered especially for tourism projects. These produce temporal and 
seasonal changes on the norm and specialist consideration and interpretation should be given. 
Tourism proposals should, where possible, be well served by public transport and should be 
accessible by modes other than the car. The impact of traffic on tourism assets can be 
substantial and can vary in severity according to season, the weather, etc. The impact of 
construction traffic can be a particular concern in tourism sensitive areas in terms of noise 
pollution and visual impact. The construction programme of developments should work to 
avoid peak tourism periods in tourism areas and should consider planned or anticipated 
tourism events and festivals. 

Cultural Heritage 
Cultural heritage can be a key component of tourism projects and the impact of tourism on the 
maintenance of cultural heritage should be given the utmost consideration, whether positive 
or negative. As a tourism attraction, cultural heritage should be strongly considered in non-
tourism developments and the impact upon tourism considered as a potential impact.  

Archaeology 
Archaeology can be of tourism interest and can be an attractive or key component of tourism 
projects. Archaeology can be a tourism attractor but is generally not kept in situ except in key 
cases which could also be considered under cultural heritage.  

Material Assets; Waste Management 
Tourism is a resource heavy activity and can impact waste streams and waste segregation. 
Impacts here should be considered strongly and with knowledge of the variation that arises 
from the particular tourist activity. Waste and Waste disposal issues can also impact the 
perception of an unspoiled environment, effecting tourism, which should be considered.  

Material Assets 
Material assets are utilities and infrastructure. Tourism itself could be considered a material 
asset as its impact upon the economy and the infrastructure in place to support it is a material 
consideration in assessing economic impact.   

Landscape 
The visual impact of a tourism development, especially in locations which are visually sensitive 
or renowned for their scenic or landscape beauty, should be considered carefully. A 
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development intended to utilise or enjoy a particular vista or environment should minimise 
impact upon that environment. 

Major Accident and Natural Disaster 

There is a requirement for tourist developments to describe expected significant effects on the 
environment of the proposed development’s vulnerability to major accidents and/or natural 
disasters relevant to it. Where appropriate measures should be identified to prevent or mitigate 
the significant adverse effects of such accidents or disasters, including resulting from climate 
change, on the environment and detail the preparedness for the proposed response. 

Interaction of Effects 

Where two or more environmental impacts combine or interact they should be considered 
under the prescribed topics. It is best practice to provide a table of interactions within an EIAR 
or EIAR Screening Report.  

Mitigation 

Mitigation should follow the hierarchy of minimisation in descending order of preference- 
Avoid, Reduce, Remedy  

Avoid sensitive tourism resources- such as views, access and amenity areas including 
habitats as well as historical or cultural sites and structures.  

Reduce the exposure of sensitive resources to excessive environmental impact 

Reduce the adverse effects to tourism land uses and patterns of activities, especially through 
interactions arising from significant changes in the intensity of use or contrasts of character or 
appearance.  

Remedy any unavoidable significant residual adverse effects on tourism resources or 
activities. 

Mitigation measures must be measurable and achievable within the bounds of the project.  

Cumulative Impact 

The cumulative impact is that of the project combined with any known likely project which will 
interact or compound an environmental impact.  

Transboundary Impact 

Transboundary impacts should be included in EIAR. In the case of tourism, especially 
international travel, the transboundary impacts may not be proximate to the EIAR site.  

 

8. Sources of information on Tourism 
 

Information available online 
 

Fáilte Ireland 

Fáilte Ireland offers detailed research analysis and insights into the Irish Tourism Industry. 
The National Tourism Development Authority has a portfolio of research across a number of 
areas including facts an figures, briefing papers and reports and visitor feedback. The Fáilte 
Ireland website has a dedicated research library which can be accessed here  
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Tourism Ireland  

Tourism Ireland is responsible for marketing the island of Ireland overseas as a holiday and 
business tourism destination. Tourism Ireland publishes a range of research documents 
including; visitor facts and figures, seasonal updates and industry insights which are 
accessible here 

Local Authorities  

Local Authorities are an invaluable source of information. They produce tourism strategies and 
audits of tourism assets within their jurisdiction. Local authorities will also produce landscape 
and seascape studies. Protected views and prospects as well as the record of protected 
structures and other designated protected buildings are contained within the Statutory 
Development Plans.  

Regional Authorities 

Regional Authorities can also be consulted on high level strategic tourism and potential 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies (RSESs) should be consulted. 

Central Statistics Office 

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) is Ireland's national statistical office and their purpose is 
to impartially collect, analyse and make available statistics about Ireland’s people, society and 
economy. The Tourism and Travel Section of the Central Statistics Office is the major source 
for tourism statistics in Ireland and is updated regularly.  

 

 

   



 

MKO 
Tuam Road 
H91 VW84 
County Galway                         10 December 2019 
               
Re: EIA Scoping Document for the proposed Curraglass Renewable Energy Development in the townlands of 
Cappaboy Beg, Derreendonee and Curraglass, Co. Cork  
 
Your Ref: 190301 
Our Ref: 19/266 
 
Órla, a chara,  
 
With reference to your email received on 03 December 2019, concerning the EIA Scoping Document for the 
proposed Curraglass Renewable Energy Development in the townlands of Cappaboy Beg, Derreendonee and 
Curraglass, Co. Cork, Geological Survey Ireland (a division of Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment) would like to make the following comments: 
 
Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science agency and has datasets on Bedrock Geology, Quaternary 
Geology, Geological Heritage Sites, Mineral deposits, Groundwater Resources and the Irish Seabed. These 
comprise maps, reports and extensive databases that include mineral occurrences, bedrock/mineral exploration 
groundwater/site investigation boreholes, karst features, wells and springs. Please see our website for data 
availability and we recommend using these various data sets, when undergoing the planning and scoping 
processes. Geological Survey Ireland should be referenced to as such and should any data or geological maps be 
used, they should be attributed correctly to Geological Survey Ireland.  
 
Geoheritage 
Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) is in partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS, Department 
of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs) to identify and select important geological and 
geomorphological sites throughout the country for designation as geological NHAs (Natural Heritage Areas). This 
is addressed by the Irish Geoheritage Programme (IGH) of GSI, under 16 different geological themes, in which the 
minimum number of scientifically significant sites that best represent the theme are rigorously selected by a 
panel of theme experts. 
 

County Geological Sites (CGS), as adopted under the National Heritage Plan are now included in County 
Development Plans and in the GIS of planning departments, to ensure the recognition and appropriate 
protection of geological heritage within the planning system. CGSs can be viewed online under the Geological 
Heritage tab on the online Map Viewer. Though the audit for Co. Cork has not yet been completed, our records 
show that there is an unaudited CGS from the national Master List of CGSs located within the townland of 
Derreendonnee: 
 

Pass of Keimaneigh, Co. Cork, (GR 110000 640000), under IGH theme 7: Quaternary 
Spillway (former glacial meltwater channel) of Quaternary age.  
 

With the current plan, there is no envisaged impact on the integrity of CGSs by the proposed developments. 
However, if the proposed development plan is altered, please contact Clare Glanville (Clare.Glanville@gsi.ie) for 
further information and possible mitigation measures if applicable. 
  
Groundwater  
Groundwater is important as a source of drinking water, and it supports river flows, lake levels and ecosystems. It 
contains natural substances dissolved from the soils and rocks that it flows through, and can also be tainted by 
human actions on the land surface. As a clean, but vulnerable, resource, groundwater needs to be understood, 
managed and protected. Through our Groundwater Programme, Geological Survey Ireland provides advice and 
maps to members of the public, consultancies and public bodies about groundwater quality, quantity, 
distribution and vulnerability. Geological Survey Ireland monitors groundwater nationwide by characterising  



 

aquifers, investigating karst landscapes and landforms and by helping to protect public and group scheme water 
supplies. With regard to Flood Risk Management, there is a need to identify areas for integrated constructed 
wetlands. We recommend using the GSI’s National Aquifer and Recharge maps on our Map viewer to this end.  
 
Geohazards 
Geohazards can cause widespread damage to landscapes, wildlife, human property and human life. In Ireland, 
landslides are the most prevalent of these hazards. Landslides are possible in areas of peat land, areas which 
cover the townlands of Cappaboy Beg, Derreendonee and Curaglass. Geological Survey Ireland has information 
available on past landslides, for viewing on our website and as a layer on our Map Viewer. Geological Survey 
Ireland also engages in national projects such as Landslide Susceptibility Mapping and GWFlood Groundwater 
Flooding, and in international projects, such as the Tsunami Warning System, coordinated by the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. We recommend that geohazards be taken into 
consideration, especially when developing areas where these risks are prevalent, and we encourage the use of 
our data when doing so. 
 
Geothermal Energy 
Geothermal energy harnesses the heat beneath the surface of the Earth for heating applications and electricity 
generation, and has proven to be secure, environmentally sustainable and cost effective over long time periods. 
Geothermal applications can range in depth from a few metres below the surface to several kilometres. Ireland 
has widespread shallow geothermal resources for small and medium-scale heating applications, which can be 
explored online through Geological Survey Ireland’s Geothermal Suitability maps for both domestic and 
commercial use. We recommend use of our Geothermal Suitability maps to determine the most suitable type of 
ground source heat collector for use with heat pump technologies. Ireland also has recognised potential for deep 
geothermal resources. Geological Survey Ireland currently supports and funds research into this national energy 
resource. 
 
Natural Resources (Minerals/Aggregates) 
Geological Survey Ireland is of the view that the sustainable development of our natural resources should be an 
integral part of all development plans from a national to regional to local level to ensure that the materials 
required for our society are available when required. Geological Survey Ireland highlights the consideration of 
mineral resources and potential resources as a material asset which should be explicitly recognised within the 
environmental assessment process. Geological Survey Ireland provides data, maps, interpretations and advice on 
matters related to minerals, their use and their development in our Minerals section of the website. The Active 
Quarries, Mineral Localities and the Aggregate Potential maps are available on our Map Viewer. 
 
I hope that these comments are of assistance, and if we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to 
contact me, or my colleague Clare Glanville (Clare.Glanville@gsi.ie). 
 
 
Le meas, 
 

 
 

Amrine Dubois Gafar 
Geoheritage Programme 

 

 

 



Senior Track & Structures Engineer,
STSE Office,
Iarnród Éireann,
Limerick Junction Railway Station,
Limerick Junction,
Co. Tipperary.
E34 E984











Christophe O’Brien







 

 

Deirdre Forrest 
Irish Aviation Authority,  
The Times Building,  
11-12 D’Olier Street,  
Dublin 2 
D02 T449 

  
  

OOur Ref:  190301 
   YYour Ref:   

 
8th January 2020   

 
RRe:  TThe site of the proposed development was aan ooperationaal  110 turbine wind farm up to June 2018. 

WWingleaf Ltd. is now seeking to optimize the site with a renewable energy development 
ccomprising approximately 77 turbines at the site with a maximum tip height of up to 180 metres at 
ttownlands of Cappaboy Beg, Derreendonee and Curraglass, located approximately 5.6km 
northeast of Kealkill and 5.5km southwest of the village of Ballingeary, co. Cork. Ref: 190301  

 
Dear Deirdre, 
 
I refer to your correspondence on the 23rd December 2019 in regard to the proposed Curraglass 
Renewable Energy Development.  
 
Information on the previous development at the site can be found under Pl. Ref.: W/OO/6590 through 
Cork County Council planning department website. The relevant planning reference under An Bord 
Pleanála is PL 04.127297. 
 
In regard to turbine locations, I cannot send on this detail yet as there is continuous survey work 
happening at the site, and this may in turn alter the layout. Once this is final I will forward on the 
remaining information you require that is noted in your correspondence. Do note that the tip height 
from ground elevation to blade tip will be no more than 180m. 
 
You may want to respond to this letter via email so that I can send you on the layout, contours, etc. 
once finalised – omurphy@mkoireland.ie 
 
Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
__________________ 

 
Órla Murphy 
Environmental Scientist 







 

Our Ref: 19_IW_EIAR_35 
 
Orla Murphy, 
MKO, 
Tuam Road, 
Galway,  
H91 VW84       
  
 
 
    
 
16th January 2020 
 
 
Re: Proposed Curraglass Renewable Energy Development, Co. Cork 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Irish Water (IW) acknowledges receipt of your letter on the 3rd December 2019 regarding the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) scoping for the proposed Curraglass 
Renewable Energy Development, in the townlands of Cappaboy Bed, Derreendonee and 
Curraglass Co. Cork. 

Please see attached our suggested scope in relation to Water Services. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Maria O’Dwyer 
Connections and Development Services 

 

 

 

 



2 Uisce Éireann Irish Water 

Response to EIAR Scoping Report Requests 
 
IW currently does not have the capacity to advise on scoping of individual projects.  However, 
in general we would like the following aspects of Water Services to be considered in the 
scope of an EIAR where relevant; 
 

a) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (do existing water 
services have the capacity to cater for the new development if required). 

b) Any up-grading of water services infrastructure that would be required to 
accommodate the development. 

c) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent – any upstream 
treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an IW 
collection network 

d) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface water 
discharges to combined sewer networks & potential measures to minimise/stop 
surface waters from combined sewers 

e) Any physical impact on IW assets – reservoir, treatment works, pipes, pumping 
stations, discharges outfalls etc. including any relocation of assets 

f) Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in relation to 
IW discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion /circulation characterises 

g) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in terms 
of water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact on the 
capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence/ present a 
risk to  the quality of the water abstracted by IW for public supply.  

h) Where a development proposes to connect to an IW network and that network either 
abstracts water from or discharges waste water to a “protected”/sensitive area, 
consideration as to whether the integrity of the site/conservation objectives of the 
site would be compromised. 

i) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above  
 
This is not an exhaustive list. 
 
Please note  

 If a development requires a connection to either a public water supply or sewage 
collection system the developer is advised to submit a Pre Connection Enquiry to 
assess feasibility of connection prior to applying for planning permission.   

 Irish Water will not normally accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer 
networks  

 















Transmission Design & Engineering 
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Órla Murphy

From: Órla Murphy
Sent: Tuesday 26 May 2020 14:55
To: Myles Redmond
Subject: FW: 190301 - Kealkil, Co. Cork - Proposed Wind Farm Site
Attachments: Kealkil MM-Nowen Hill Path Profile.pdf

Hi Myles,  
 
Further to your email on 6th May, see below email from EMR providing a solution for the connection to the substation at 
Curraglass. The client sent them through turbine coordinates, dimensions and met mast location. 
 
For clarity I wish to confirm that no turbine, with the potential to impact on the existing communications signal to the 
existing substation, will be built before the alternative solution outlined by EMR is in place. 
 
I trust this will be satisfactory however we remain available to discuss further if necessary. 
 
Regards, 
 
Órla 
 
 

 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Project Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  

 
From: Dominic Crudden <dominic.crudden@emrsolutions.ie>  
Sent: Friday 22 May 2020 11:42 
To: William O'Connor  
Cc: David Egan  
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi William, 
 
We have done link planning in relation to the proposed windfarm and propose the following 
telecommunications solution: 
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- Primary link: 20Mbps Microwave radio from met mast to Nowen Hill high site (see attached path 
profile), with a fibre connection from met mast to substation. 
 

- Secondary (Resilient/Failover) link: Satellite broadband from existing substation. 
 
Neither of the above solutions will be impacted by the proposed turbine locations. 
 
Regards, 
 
Dominic Crudden 
Business Development  

 

 
Mobile: +353 (86) 7712819 
DDI:    +353 (1) 2552056 
Office:  +353 (1) 8013131 
Fax:     +353 (1) 8013166 
Email: dominic.crudden@emrsolutions.ie 
Website: https://emr.ie/ 
 

 

 
 

          
 

 
EMR Integrated Solutions is a trading name of MP&E Trading Company Limited, a company  
registered in Ireland under CRO number: 82403. Directors: A.Feenan, D.Glynn, M.Quinn, D.Shanley. WEEE Registration number 
IE00601. 
 
All Quotes and Purchase Orders are subject to EMR standard Terms & Conditions which may be reviewed at www.emrsolutions.ie 
 
The information contained in this email may be confidential and privileged. It is intended only for the addressee(s) stated above. If you are 
not an addressee, any use, dissemination, distribution, publication, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please immediately notify us by email at info@emrsolutions.ie and delete this email from your system.Whilst this e-mail 
message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses EMR Integrated Solutions does not, except as required by law, represent, 
warrant and/or guarantee that the integrity of this communication has been maintained nor that the communication is free of errors, viruses, 
interception or interference. 
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Órla Murphy

From: Myles Redmond <myles.redmond2@esb.ie>
Sent: Wednesday 6 May 2020 14:32
To: Órla Murphy
Cc: Wilson Dalikeni
Subject: RE: 190301 - Kealkil, Co. Cork - Proposed Wind Farm Site

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Hi Órla,  
 
Unfortunately this will not suffice. This satellite link is the only communication route for the SCADA control of Kealkill 
38kV station, If this was impacted, the TSO would lose visibility and SCADA control of the station, which would deem the 
station inoperable so the link is considered highly critical. 
 
We had recently carried link analysis to see was it possible to connect to one of our high sites for a point to multipoint 
radio link as our customer has wanted a diverse communication link to Kealkill however there was very limited options. 
This was due to the proximity of the existing turbines and also the difficult terrain in the locality, the only link that was 
potentially viable was to Nowen Hill however this link will also be impacted by another one of your proposed turbines as 
discussed in earlier emails. 
 
The only other solution to provide reliable communication to the site that could potentially replace the satellite link in 
this case would for the developer to install a fibre link from our fibre optic network, the closest site in this case is 
Dunmanway 110kV, to Kealkill 38kV.  
 
Due to the criticality of impact to the communication link to the site, we will be forced to object to the planning of the 
proposed turbine if it isn’t moved to beyond the discussed buffer zone to avoid impact. 
 
Regards, 
 
Myles 
 
 
From: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 5 May 2020 19:32 
To: Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks) <myles.redmond2@esb.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Myles,  
 
Apologies on the delay in coming back to you.  
 
I acknowledge the buffers provided below. Due to the delays and the need for us to move the project forward, the 
developer wants me to communicate to you, that if there is a permitted turbine that does impact signal to the discussed 
satellite, they will work with ESB to find a resolution.  
 
I hope this suffices and thanks for all your feedback.  
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Regards 
 
Órla 
 

 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Project Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  
 
 
From: Myles Redmond <myles.redmond2@esb.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 14 April 2020 10:30 
To: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Órla, 
 
I have got feedback from our Satellite consultants and they have calculated that the clearance zone for a windturbine 
with a max tip height of 180m is 357.492m to the footprint of the turbine blades. this is including the Fresnel zone of the 
satellite link. If you consider that the blade length is 75m, the distance from the dish to the base of the turbine is 
432.5m. 
 
This is the absolute minimum distance from the Satellite link to ensure there would be no impact to the link. The 
satellite dish is assumed to be located at the south facing gable end of Kealkill 38kV substation so however this distance 
should be measured from the station fencing at the south of the building in case this dish needs to be moved within the 
station boundary for construction works.   
 
JRC recommend adding an additional allowance for turbine micro‐siting. If this is unknown, then 100m is assumed. In 
total, the clearance zone is 532.5m including the buffer zone from the station fencing to the base of the turbine. 
 
Regards, 
 
Myles 
 
From: Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks)  
Sent: Friday 20 March 2020 12:03 
To: 'Órla Murphy' <omurphy@mkoireland.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Órla, 
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I have been chasing up with our Satellite SCADA provider and have still not got a clarified clearance zone for this dish 
installation. I will update you with this as soon as I get an update from them. 
 
Regards, 
 
Myles 
 
From: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie>  
Sent: Wednesday 4 March 2020 10:45 
To: Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks) <myles.redmond2@esb.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Thanks Myles,  
 
Are you able to run the turbine dimensions against both the satellite and the link to see if there are any issues with their 
locations?  
I will also have a look now and see if elevations allow for any issues to be avoided.  
 
Órla 
 

 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Project Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 
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From: Myles Redmond <myles.redmond2@esb.ie>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2020 10:39 AM 
To: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Órla, 
 
Yes, I should have said, the AGL refers to the height above ground level of the radio antennae at both sides. If you need 
the above sea level, please me know and I can find them out for you. 
 
Regards, 
 
Myles  
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From: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 3 March 2020 14:20 
To: Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks) <myles.redmond2@esb.ie> 
Cc: Dalikeni. Wilson (ESB Networks) <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Hopkins. Dermot (Engineering and Major Projects) 
<dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Myles,  
 
Thanks for providing the below.  
Yes, can you come back on the satellite buffer when you have it please?  
 
The link going from Kealkill to Nowen Hill, can you let me know is the height referencing the height of the satellite above 
ground level? i.e. is the Kealkill satellite 6m AGL and Nowen Hill 25m AGL?  
 
The turbine dimensions we are working with are: 
Hub height – 103.5m 
Rotor Diameter – 150m 
Tip height – 178.5m 
 
Regarding the buffer of 150m for the offsetting, this is quite extreme, so we need to maybe discuss this further once 
you have checked the turbine dimensions and come back to me on the above AGL queries. 
 
Thanks 
 
Órla  
 

 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Project Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 
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From: Myles Redmond <myles.redmond2@esb.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 12:32 PM 
To: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie> 
Cc: Wilson Dalikeni <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Dermot Hopkins <dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Órla, 
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I have contacted our Satellite provider to find out what the minimum clearance distance a turbine should be from the 
path of the Satellite dish to prevent interference, I will update you once they have got back to me. What is the rotor 
height, blade length and maximum tip height of the planned turbine? 
 
The location of the dish is at 
 
INGR: E: 108897 N: 062128 
Or Lat/Long: 51.804347 ‐9.3216383 
The Satellite is Intelsat 907 which is at 27.5’ W of south  or Asmuth of 203.6 and the elevation is 26 degrees. The height 
of the antenna is 3m AGL. 
 
The link is at 463MHz: 
A‐end Kealkill 38kV: 
INGR: E: 108897 N: 062128 
Or Lat/Long: 51.804347 ‐9.3216383 
Height 6m 
 
B‐ end Nowen Hill: 
INGR: E: 114071 N: 052937 
Or Lat/Long: 51.722570 ‐9.2443651  
Height 25m 
 
The 3nd Fresel clearance zone for the link is 26.89m from the blade tip to the centre of the link. An additional 150m is 
also added to this value for micro siting of the turbines and for coordinate inaccuracies as recommended by JRC so the 
total required clearance zone would be 177m from the blade tip to the centre of the link. 
 
Regards, 
 
Myles  
 
From: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie>  
Sent: Monday 2 March 2020 10:48 
To: Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks) <myles.redmond2@esb.ie> 
Cc: Dalikeni. Wilson (ESB Networks) <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Hopkins. Dermot (Engineering and Major Projects) 
<dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Myles,  
 
Are you able to send me on a shapefile or end point coordinates for the Satellite network from the substation please 
that affects T6 and same for the radio link from Kealkill 38kV to Nowen Hill that affects T7 please?  
 
We would prefer to not have to commit to large movements of turbines, especially at T7 at this stage of the project, as 
there are agreements in place here with landowners, but can you let me know a preferred buffer/ Fresnel zone around 
the link? 
 
Thanks 
 
Órla  
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Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Project Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  
 
From: Myles Redmond <myles.redmond2@esb.ie>  
Sent: Monday, March 2, 2020 10:38 AM 
To: Órla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie> 
Cc: Wilson Dalikeni <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Dermot Hopkins <dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Órla, 
 
I have plotted the turbines and as you had suggested T6 is directly in the path of the Satellite network. This is critical 
communication infrastructure which cannot be relocated or moved so this turbine would have to be moved or omitted 
to avoid impact to service for the site.  
 
Since my analysis last year, Eirgrid are now in planning to install a polling radio link from Kealkill 38kV to Nowen Hill, this 
is almost in the direct path of T7, How for is it possible to move this turbine left or right? 
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Regards, 
 
Myles 
 
From: Orla Murphy <omurphy@mkoireland.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 11 February 2020 12:18 
To: Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks) <myles.redmond2@esb.ie> 
Cc: Dalikeni. Wilson (ESB Networks) <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Hopkins. Dermot (Engineering and Major Projects) 
<dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Myles,  
 
Following up on the email last year from Daire, see below the turbine locations we are currently investigating, is T6 an 
issue with the satellite infrastructure? 
 
ID  X (IG)  Y (IG)  X (ITM)  Y (ITM) 
T1  108792.5  63586.25  508762.3  563650.4
T2  109510.2  63481.57  509479.8  563545.8
T3  109106.8  63140.18  509076.5  563204.5
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T4  109029.7  62582.17  508999.4  562646.6
T5  108519.1  62319.95  508488.9  562384.4
T6  108837.2  61840.8  508806.9  561905.4
T7  109199.2  61618.2  509168.8  561682.8

 
Thanks 
 
Órla  
 

 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  
 
From: Myles Redmond <myles.redmond2@esb.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 8:36 AM 
To: Daire O’Shaughnessy <doshaughnessy@mkoireland.ie> 
Cc: Wilson Dalikeni <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Dermot Hopkins <dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Daire, 
 
I have checked the area around Kealkil WF and the proposed area is not affecting any of our current Microwave links 
nor our polling radio network. 
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When the turbine locations have been appointed, could you please forward a list of these to us again so we can verify 
that there will be no impact at this stage? We do have satellite infrastructure at the existing Kealkil WF which is pointing 
at an Azimuth of 206.6° from the substation.  
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Regards, 
 
Myles 
 
From: Daire O’Shaughnessy [mailto:doshaughnessy@mkoireland.ie]  
Sent: 01 May 2019 14:57 
To: Hopkins. Dermot (Customer Solutions) <dermot.hopkins@esbtelecoms.ie> 
Cc: Dalikeni. Wilson (ESB Networks) <Wilson.Dalikeni@esb.ie>; Redmond. Myles (ESB Networks) 
<myles.redmond2@esb.ie> 
Subject: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
CAUTION: This email is from an external sender. If you are unsure about any links or 
attachments, please forward it to ESB Cybersecurity Operations at spammonitor@esb.ie 

Hi Dermot, 
 
We are working on a constraints study for a proposed wind farm site at Kealkil, located approximately 5.6km Northwest 
of Kealkil, Co. Cork. The Grid Ref coordinates for the site centre are IG E108,801 N62,560. A site location map and 
associated shapefile are attached showing the area of search.  
 
Could you let me know please if ESB Telecoms has any links in this area, and we will incorporate these into our 
constraints map? We don’t have a turbine layout yet; this will be informed by the constraints study.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Regards, 
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Daire 
 

 

 

Daire O’Shaughnessy 

 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  
 

 
An timpeallacht? ‐ Smaoinigh air sula bpriontáileann tú an r‐phost seo. 
Please consider the Environment before printing this email.  

* ** *** ** * ** *** ** * ** *** ** * 
Tá an t‐eolas sa ríomhphost seo agus in aon chomhad a ghabhann leis rúnda agus ceaptha le haghaidh úsáide an té nó 
an aonáin ar seoladh chuige iad agus na húsáide sin amháin. 
Is tuairimí nó dearcthaí an údair amháin aon tuairimí nó dearcthaí ann, agus ní gá gurb ionann iad agus tuairimí nó 
dearcthaí ESB. 
Má bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí earráid, ar mhiste leat é sin a chur in iúl don seoltóir. 
Scanann ESB ríomhphoist agus ceangaltáin le haghaidh víreas, ach ní ráthaíonn sé go bhfuil ceachtar díobh saor ó víreas 
agus ní glacann dliteanas ar bith as aon damáiste de dhroim víreas. 
https://www.esb.ie/contact 

 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. 
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author, and do not necessarily represent those of ESB. 
If you have received this email in error please notify the sender. 
Although ESB scans e‐mail and attachments for viruses, it does not guarantee that either is virus‐free and accepts no 
liability for any damage sustained as a result of viruses. 
https://www.esb.ie/contact 

* ** *** ** * ** *** ** * ** *** ** * 

 
An timpeallacht? ‐ Smaoinigh air sula bpriontáileann tú an r‐phost seo. 
Please consider the Environment before printing this email.  

* ** *** ** * ** *** ** * ** *** ** * 
Tá an t‐eolas sa ríomhphost seo agus in aon chomhad a ghabhann leis rúnda agus ceaptha le haghaidh úsáide an té nó 
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Órla Murphy

From: Órla Murphy
Sent: Tuesday 3 March 2020 18:41
To: Rachel Hennessy
Subject: RE: 190301 - Kealkill, Co. Cork - Proposed Wind Farm Site

Hi Rachel 
 
Following on from Daire’s email last year, see below turbine locations that we are currently assessing. We welcome any 
feedback.  
 
ID  X (IG)  Y (IG)  X (ITM)  Y (ITM) 
T1  108792.5  63586.25  508762.3  563650.4
T2  109510.2  63481.57  509479.8  563545.8
T3  109106.8  63140.18  509076.5  563204.5
T4  109029.7  62582.17  508999.4  562646.6
T5  108519.1  62319.95  508488.9  562384.4
T6  108837.2  61840.8  508806.9  561905.4
T7  109199.2  61618.2  509168.8  561682.8

 
Órla 
 
 

 

Órla Murphy B.Sc M.Sc 

Environmental Scientist 
 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  
 
From: Rachel Hennessy <RHennessy@towercom.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 7, 2019 3:53 PM 
To: Daire O’Shaughnessy <doshaughnessy@mkoireland.ie> 
Subject: RE: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Daire, 
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From review of the proposed location of the wind farm detailed below, it would not appear have a significant impact on 
Towercom’s sites. 
 
However, in order to fully assess any impact it may have, we would require coordinates showing the proposed turbines 
locations.  
 
 
Kind regards, 
Rachel 
 
Rachel Hennessy 
Towercom  
M: +353 (0)86 843 9587 
E: rachel.hennessy@towercom.ie 
 
 
From: Daire O’Shaughnessy <doshaughnessy@mkoireland.ie>  
Sent: 01 May 2019 15:30 
To: Requests <requests@towercom.ie> 
Subject: 190301 ‐ Kealkil, Co. Cork ‐ Proposed Wind Farm Site 
 
Hi Rachel, 
 
We are working on a constraints study for a proposed wind farm site at Kealkil, located approximately 5.6km Northwest 
of Kealkil, Co. Cork. The Grid Ref coordinates for the site centre are IG E108,801 N62,560. A site location map and 
associated shapefile are attached showing the area of search.  
 
Could you let me know please if Towercom has any links in this area, and we will incorporate these into our constraints 
map? We don’t have a turbine layout yet; this will be informed by the constraints study.  
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Regards, 
 
Daire 
 
 

 

Daire O’Shaughnessy 

 
MKO 
Tuam Road, Galway 
Ireland, H91 VW84 
+353 (0) 91 735611 
www.mkoireland.ie 
    

          
 

 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. T/A MKO. Registered in Ireland No. 462657. VAT No. IE9693052R 

This email and any attached files or emails transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual(s) or entity to whom it is addressed. 
If the reader is not a representative of the intended recipient(s), any review, dissemination or copying of this message or the information it contains is prohibited. If 
you have received this email in error please notify the sender of the email and delete the email. MKO does not represent or warrant that any attachment hereto is 
free from computer viruses or other defects. The opinions expressed in this e-mail and any attachments may be those of the author and are not necessarily those 
of MKO  
 





Hi Daire, 

We don’t have any point-to-point links which pass through that area, so we wouldn’t have any issue with 
the proposal. 

As discussed, we provide complete telecommunications solutions for windfarm operators & manufacturers 
such as SSE, Greencoat Capital, Enerco Energy Ltd, Nordex and Powercomm. We’re seeing a lot more 
emphasis being placed on secure robust communications by windfarm operators so it would be worth 
arranging a meeting to discuss any services we can provide for you or your clients in this area. 

A Case Study can be seen on our website below, as well as information on some of the services we 
provide: 

https://emr.ie/news/infrastructure-windfarms

Please let me know if this would be suitable and we can arrange to call in to you in Galway. 

Regards,

Dominic Crudden 
Business Development

Mobile: +353 (86) 7712819 
DDI:    +353 (1) 2552056 
Office:  +353 (1) 8013131 
Fax:     +353 (1) 8013166 
Email: dominic.crudden@emrsolutions.ie
Website: https://emr.ie/

EMR Integrated Solutions is a trading name of MP&E Trading Company Limited, a company  
registered in Ireland under CRO number: 82403. Directors: A.Feenan, D.Glynn, M.Quinn, D.Shanley. WEEE Registration number 
IE00601.

All Quotes and Purchase Orders are subject to EMR standard Terms & Conditions which may be reviewed at 

The information contained in this email may be confidential and privileged. It is intended only for the addressee(s) stated above. If you are 
not an addressee, any use, dissemination, distribution, publication, or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
email in error, please immediately notify us by email at info@emrsolutions.ie and delete this email from your system.Whilst this e-mail 
message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses EMR Integrated Solutions does not, except as required by law, represent, 
warrant and/or guarantee that the integrity of this communication has been maintained nor that the communication is free of errors, viruses, 
interception or interference.






